
Paper preparation guideline: 

1. Please submit your abstract using the Google form (https://bit.ly/3dALfkf). If you are 

unable to upload your abstract via the Google form, you must still submit the completed 

Google form and send the abstract as a separate attachment by email at 

buddhistyouthforum@gmail.com (FGS Youth Forum committee) 

2. If submitting by email, please edit the subject of the email and submission file name 

according to the group in which you wish to participate: 

a. Academic category (Chinese):工作坊_學術_姓名_題目 

b. Academic category (English):workshop_academic_name_title 

c. Art category (Chinese):工作坊_藝文_姓名_題目 

d. Art category (English):workshop_literature_name_title 

3. Do not submit duplicate abstracts that are under reviewing or have been accepted by 

other forum or conference.  

4. Do not plagiarize other people’s works or submit translation work of previous published 

papers.  

5. For accepted papers, the authors have the responsibility to modify and clarify the content 

if required by FGS forum committee. 

 

Writing Style 

1. Academic category:  

a. Abstract: 300-500 words; Full text: 10,000-15,000 words; Keywords: no more 

than 5. 

b. Suggested Structure:  

i. Title of Paper The title should be concise, clear and accurate.  

ii. Author’s Summary: This includes the author’s highest qualifications, 

occupation, affiliations, research interests and areas.  

iii. Abstract: The abstract of the paper is a summary of what the paper is 

about. It should not exceed 300 words. If the submission is a research 

paper, please include relevant background information, results, and an the 

potential implications of the paper.  

iv. Introduction: The introduction should include comprehensive background 

knowledge of the topic, results from previous studies and research gaps. It 

should also address the research background, motivation and origin of the 

research. Besides, the introduction may indicate expected results, as well 

as the significance of the research topic in related fields.  

v. Research Objectives 

vi. Research Methods: This section should clearly describe, explain and 

justify the materials and methods used in collecting and analysing data. 

The methodologies behind the original research findings must be 

accounted for.  

https://bit.ly/3dALfkf
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vii. Results: This section should report key findings and how they are 

interpreted to derive conclusions made in the paper. All reported findings 

or points of review in the paper must be original, concrete and precise.  

viii. Discussion: This section should include the significance, implications and 

limitations of the reported research findings or review points. The author 

should also discuss how the research findings have addressed the research 

question and objectives, bridged research gaps, or supported or 

contradicted previous studies. Areas for improvement and suggestions for 

future research direction or prospects should also be elaborated in this 

section.  

ix. Conclusion: The concluding section should accurately and succinctly 

summarise the key research findings or key points reported or discussed in 

the paper. 

x. References / Bibliography 

2. Literature and Arts Category:  

a. Free choice of literary and writing style. Word count of full text must not fall 

below 1000 and must not exceed 3500. Short literary submission (e.g. poems, 

lyrics, etc.) must accompany a comprehensive literary analysis/interpretation or 

reflection to meet the word count requirement.  

b. Buddhist Literature Requirement:  

i. No restrictions in terms of literary and writing style. With the spread of 

Buddhist culture from India, Buddhist literature in China has transformed 

into its unique style. There are three types of Buddhist literature texts that 

are created based on Chinese Buddhism:  

1. Literature texts of Praise: These include hymns praising the virtues 

of Buddha, and poems which expresses the Dharma with a deep, 

gentle and affectionate tone.  

2. Zen (Ch’an) literature texts: Expresses the mental states of one 

who has achieved liberation and enlightenment. E.g. “The Record 

of Linji“ by Yixuan, “The Record of Transmission of the Lamp in 

Jinde” by Daoyuan, “The Gateless Barrier” by Hui Kai, etc.  

3. Others: Popular works which aim to promote Dharma. Include 

comprises of poems, novels, short stories/proses, etc 

ii. Literary Reportage:  

1. Literary Reportage straddles between journalism and literature. It 

is a type of literary genre which uses literature artistic styles to 

authentically and timely reflect society life’s events and human 

activities. It is a form of style which uses literature to process news 

materials. It narrates the existence of characters in real life, to 

contextualise the dynamism of such lives. Therefore, a reportage 

presents readers with materials for a more enlightened and holistic 

interpretation of world affairs.  

2. Recommended format of literary reportage:  



a. Title  

b. Introduction (Exhibits vivid real-life events, accounts for 

the climax and ending of the events, expresses the feelings 

and emotions of the main characters, accounts for the 

intents and aims of writing, and the suspense and 

contradictions of the events)  

c. Body (Well structured with clear narration and description 

of the characters)  

d. Conclusion (Analyse and conclude events and/or the 

characters involved, may touch on future prospects)  

3. Book Review:  

a. A book review accounts one’s personal experiences, 

insights, perspectives and revelations after reading a book 

or an article. A review encompasses deep reflection and 

consideration of key takeaways from the book, followed by 

assimilation of the main points with one’s own 

interpretation and value-adding, and expression of these 

thoughts through different perspectives. Insights from the 

book also aim to resolve and overcome realistic challenges 

and problems faced by oneself or the human race as a 

whole.  

b. Requirements:  

i. Summarises and organises the contents and key 

points of the book in a clear and concise manner.  

ii. Analyses and critiques the contents and key points 

of the book, and strive to provide and explain 

personal perspectives clearly.  

iii. Attempts to find relevance of personal point of view 

by relating or demonstrating them in real life 

phenomena or scenarios. 

 

Submission formats: 

1. Academic Category (English)  

a. Abstract must not exceed 300 words and must include the full title of the paper.  

b. Word count of the full paper must not exceed 7000 (including abstract, figures, 

references and appendices).  

c. The full title of the paper must be included in bold, left aligned, at the top of the 

first page only. An accurate Chinese translation of the title is appreciated.  

d. Before submitting your paper please ensure that it has been carefully read for 

typographical and grammatical errors. If English is not your first language, please 

have your paper proof-read by an English speaking person. Papers will be 



returned if the standard of English is not considered to be good enough for 

presentation/publication.  

e. One author per submission. No co-authorship is allowed. However, authors may 

acknowledge contributions by other parties in a separate “Acknowledgements” 

section at the end of the paper.  

f. Abstracts and full papers must be produced in Microsoft Word using Arial font 11 

pt for the main text, single spaced and fully justified.  

g. Set the page size to A4 with margins of 2.54 cm all around. Please do not insert 

headers, footers or page numbers. Do not refer to page numbers in your text as 

they may be changed. Do not use multiple columns.  

h. Do not use more than three levels of heading and use the numbering convention:  

 

1 Heading 1  

         1.1 Heading 2  

                      1.1.1 Heading 3 

 

i. Please use normal capitalisation within the text and do not use bold face for 

emphasis. Italics are acceptable. All headings should use initial capitals only, 

excepting for use of Acronyms  

j. You can include bulleted or numbered lists. 

k. Figures and tables should be placed as close to their reference point in the text as 

possible. All figures and tables must have titles and must be referenced from 

within the text. Avoid colour diagrams as the proceedings will be printed in black 

and white. Images must be inserted as picture files 

(.gif, .jpg, .bmp, .pct, .png, .psd). You may be asked to supply the pictures as 

separate files.  

l. Please avoid the use of footnotes. Endnotes are not permitted.  

References should follow the Harvard referencing style, which means that 

primary references in the text should be in the format (Nugus 1999) and 

should then be listed at the end of the paper as per the following examples:  

Brooks, I. and Weatherston, J. (1997) The Business Environment: 

Challenges and Changes, Prentice Hall, London.  

Clutterbuck, D. and Crainer, S. (1990) Makers of Management: Men and 

Women who Changed the Business World, MacMillan, London.  

Conner, D.R. (1998) Leading at the Edge-of-chaos: How to Create the 

Nimble Organization, John Wiley, New York.  

Doherty, Noel and Delener, Nejdet. (2001) “Chaos Theory: Marketing and 

Management Implications”, Journal of Marketing Theory and Practice, Fall, 

Vol 9, No. 4, pp 66–75.  

Evans, D. (1998) The arbitrary ape, New Scientist, Vol 159, No. 2148, 22 

August, pp 32–35.  



Farrell, W. (1998) How Hits Happen: Forecasting Predictability in a Chaotic 

Marketplace, Harper Business, New York.  

Fitzgerald, L.A. and van Eijnatten, F.M. (1998) “Letting Go For Control: 

The Art of Managing the Chaordic Enterprise”, The International Journal of 

Business Transformation, Vol. 1, No. 4, April, pp 261-270.  

Goldberg, J. and Markoczy, L. (1998) “Complex Rhetoric and Simple 

Games”, [online], Cranfield 

University,www.Cranfield.ac.za/public/cc/cc047/papers/complex/html/com

plex.htm.  

McElwee, M. (1998) “Chaos Theory and Complexity as Fountainheads for 

Design of an Organization Theory Building Workshop”, Paper read at 

XIVth World Congress of the International Sociological Association, 

Montreal, Canada, July.  

m. Secondary references would appear in the text as “Nugus (in Remenyi 1999: 

25) …” and only the Remenyi work would be listed at the end of the paper. 

Further information on the Harvard referencing style can be found at: 

http://libguides.mq.edu.au/referencing/Harvard  

n. The ALA-LC Romanization Tables are to be followed for romanized passages in 

Sanskrit, Pāli and Tibetan. Japanese is to be romanized according to the modified 

Hepburn system as found in Kenkyusha's New Japanese-English Dictionary (3rd 

and later editions). For further details, please refer to the ALA-LC specifications. 

Chinese may be romanized according to either Wade-Giles or Pinyin. 


